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SONGS FOR THE VIGIL OF EASTER 

This is my collection of songs to follow the readings from the Hebrew scriptures at the Vigil of 
Easter in Episcopal, Lutheran, and other liturgical churches.  

When I’m putting together a new song for this collection, generally I start with a text from the 
eighteenth century and rework the text to reflect my take on the reading, often adding a verse as 
well. You’ll find in my final texts a preference for inclusive language and progressive theology, 
as well as considerable respect for the stories themselves. 

Other songs in this collection are public-domain songs I’ve found or short, paperless songs I’ve 
written. It’s an ongoing project; I’m a long way from having every reading matched with a song. 
Some, like Isaiah 4, I might just let slide. 

I’ve set these texts to folk tunes or to tunes from the Sacred Harp tradition, because these are 
familiar tunes that can be sung with a melody-only accompaniment such as might be provided by 
a flute or violin. Many of the tunes are in the current Episcopal or ELCA Lutheran hymnals if a 
full score is wanted. 

I’m glad to help with formatting and image management if you’d like a version with different 
margins. You can reach me at the address below. If you use one of these as part of your Vigil, I’d 
be thrilled to hear about it! 

May you keep the Feast with joy – 

Pamela Grenfell Smith 
narthex@baba-yaga.org 
baba-yaga.org 
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A song to follow the Story of Creation  –  text and melody only 
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A song to follow the Story of Creation  –  full score 
 

God is Seen 
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A song to follow the Flood reading – 
 

God Over Weary Zion’s Hills 
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A paperless song to follow the Flood reading 
 

I Have Set My Bow in the Clouds 
 
This Refrain is sung by everyone. 

 
Song leader- 

 
The Refrain is sung by everyone. 
Song Leader - 

 
The Refrain is sung by everyone. 
Song leader - 

 
The Refrain is sung by everyone. 
Copyright 2010 Pamela Grenfell Smith. Copying and adaptation for local nonprofits is warmly invited. 
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A song to follow the Abraham’s sacrifice of Isaac – 
 
 

Some Test that Abram Had to Take 
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A possibly paperless song to follow the reading of Israel’s deliverance at the Red Sea 
 
This wonderful song/canon is in the public domain. 
Find a lead sheet for it at: https://hymnary.org/media/fetch/95914 
 
Here’s the text – it could use an inclusive-language workover: 
 
I will sing unto the LORD,  
for he has triumphed gloriously,  
the horse and rider thrown into the sea.  
I will sing unto the LORD,  
for he has triumphed gloriously,  
the horse and rider thrown into the sea.  
The LORD, my God, my strength and song,  
has now become my victory.  
The LORD, my God, my strength and song,  
has now become my victory.  
The LORD is God, and I will praise him,  
our covenant God, and I will exalt him.  
The LORD is God, and I will praise him,  
our covenant God, and I will exalt him.  
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A song to follow the reading of Salvation offered fully to all, Isaiah 55 
 
Surely it is God who saves me, Hymnal 1982 #679, a metrical version of the First Song of Isaiah, 
is an obvious and delightful choice. I wish there were an inclusive language version, though.  
 
 ----------- 
 
Wisdom & Proverbs readings – I’m still looking 
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A paperless song to accompany the first reading from Ezekiel, A new heart and a new spirit 
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A song to follow the second reading from Ezekiel, the Valley of Dry Bones – 
 
 

Sin Spreads Its Trophies on the Ground 
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A song to follow the Gathering of God’s people, Zephaniah 3  – 
 
Still looking for one. 
 
--------------- 
 
God’s presence in a renewed Israel, Isaiah 4 – 
 
I’m still looking. Not my favorite reading, TBH 
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This version of Pascha Nostrum [page 83, BCP] has been formatted with sung alleluias to be 
greet the news of the Resurrection at the Vigil of Easter according to the rubric on page 294. 

 
Christ our Passover  Pascha nostrum 
1 Corinthians 5:7-8; Romans 6:9-11; 1 Corinthians 15:20-22 
 

Sung by all: a paperless Alleluia (examples follow on the next page) 
 

Chanted or read by a song leader: 
Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us;  
  therefore let us keep the feast, 
Not with the old leaven, the leaven of malice and evil,  
  but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.  

 

Sung by all: repeat the paperless Alleluia  
 

Chanted or read by a song leader: 
Christ being raised from the dead will never die again;  
  death no longer has dominion over him. 
The death that he died, he died to sin, once for all;  
  but the life he lives, he lives to God. 
So also consider yourselves dead to sin,  
 and alive to God in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

Sung by all: repeat the paperless Alleluia  
 

Chanted or read by a song leader: 
Christ has been raised from the dead,  
  the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep. 
For since by a man came death,  
  by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead. 
For as in Adam all die,  
  so also in Christ shall all be made alive.   

 

Sung by all: repeat the paperless Alleluia  
 

Hymn 817 [paperless], Christ has risen from the dead 
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These Alleluias and many more can be found in the invaluable Music for Liturgy, published in 
1999 by Saint Gregory of Nyssa Episcopal Church in San Francisco and now, sadly, out of print. 
If you inexplicably failed to buy one thirty years ago you can’t borrow mine because I’m 
guarding it with my life, but I’ll photocopy something out of it for you. 
 
If you want to find a copy, here are the ISBNs. 

• ISBN-10: 0615166423 
• ISBN-13: 978-0615166421 

 
Any of these Alleluias may be repeated as long as you deem appropriate. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 


